Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council
City of Woodstock, GA
The Chambers at City Center - 8534 Main Street
770 592-6000 (Main) 770 592-6002 (City Clerk) 770 926-1375 (Fax)
http://www.woodstockga.gov

~MINUTES~

EXPERIENCE WOODSTOCIS
HER HERITAGE,

HER VISJON

Monday, January 23, 2017

Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council
7:00 PM
ITEM l.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
7:00 PM Meeting called to order on January 23, 2017 at The Chambers at City Center, 8534 Main
Street, Woodstock, GA.

---

Attendee Name
Donnie Henriques
Warren Johnson
Bob Mueller
Bud Leonard
Rob Usher
David Potts
Tracy Collins
Jeff Moon
Rhonda Pezzello
Jeff Smith
Robert Porche
Pat Flood
Preston Pooser
Calvin Moss
David Soumas
Brian Stockton
Brantley Day
Katie O'Connor
Tania Celis Leyva
Duane Helton
Jimmy Eley
Rob Hogan
Eldon Basham
ITEM2.

RECOGNITION
l.

Title
Mayor
Council Member - Ward 1
Council Member - Ward 3
Council Member - Ward 5
Council Member - Ward 6
Council Member Ward 2
Council Member Ward 4
City Manager
City Clerk
IT Director
CFO
Public Works Director
Parks & Recreation Director
Police Chief
Fire Chief
Economic Development Director
Community Development Director
Senior City Planner
City Planner
Chief Building Official
Assistant Fire Chief
P.W. General Manager
City Attorney

Status
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Arrived

OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

Fire Department Annual Awards

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Tabled at Chief Soumas' request.
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OF OFFICE

Council Standing Committee Appointments
City Council Standing Committee's

2017
Mayor Pro-tem
2017: Rob Usher
Community Development (Parks & Recreation/Community

& Economic Development)

2017: Potts, Mueller, Johnson
Finance & Budget Since 2006 - the entire Mayor and Council serve on this committee.
Public Services (Public Safety and Public Works)
2017: Collins, Leonard, Usher
Ad Hoc
Planning Commission
2017: Potts, Leonard, Collins
Employee Pension
2017: Mueller, Johnson, Usher
DDA Liaison/Representative
2017: Rob Usher
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve the Council Standing Committee Appointments
Mueller/Collins. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
2.

by Council Members

Reappoint City Manager to Serve on Cherokee County Development Authority for Another
Four-Year Term
Term: January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2020
Motion to re-appoint the City Manager, Jeff Moon to serve another four-year term on the
Cherokee County Development Authority by Council Members Mueller/Leonard. All in
favor. Motion carried 6-0.

ITEM3.

Library Board Appointment
Library Board Appointment - Motion to add to agenda as Item 3.3 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
Motion to appoint Mary Johnston to serve in place of Elaine Hubbard who passed away
(subject to Mary's acceptance) and as recommended by the Sequoyah Regional Library
Board by Council Members Mueller/Collins. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements
Announcements

for January 23, 2017

Level 2 Drought Restriction for Cherokee County:
While we've seen rain recently, our area is still under a Level 2 Drought due to rain deficit for
2016. In addition to the requirements in Drought Response Level 1, Drought Response Level 2
limits outdoor landscape watering to two days a week determined by odd and even numbered
addresses. Even-numbered and unnumbered addresses may water on Wednesday and Saturday
before 10:00 a.m. and after 4:00 p.m. Odd-numbered addresses may water Thursday and Sunday
before 10:00 a.m. and after 4:00 p.m.
City of Woodstock Team for 'March for Babies' event
We are looking for staff, citizens, and businesses to join the City of Woodstock's team for the
March of Dimes 'March for Babies' event on April 28, 2017. If you're interested in joining our
team, please contact Team Captain Venis Ponce directly at vponce@woodstockga.gov or 770592-6000 ext: 1607
"Friday Night Live" monthly events will resume in March.
After tonight's "State of the City" address for 2016, it will be available to view starting
tomorrow on our website. www.woodstockga.gov
Mayor and Council retreat will be held February 3-4 at Chattahoochee

Tech. campus

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Read aloud by Mayor Pro-tem/Council Member Usher.
ITEMS.
l.

INFORMATIONAL

ITEMS/PROJECT UPDATES

2016 State of the City Address
This presentation will be available on our website beginning Tuesday, January 24th under the
Government Tab - Mayor and Council. (www.woodstockga.gov)

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Read aloud by Mayor Henriques

.

2016 continued to build on the successes we have had as a City over the past decade. Our
Downtown continues to be recognized as a model across the State of Georgia and the Southeast.
We continue to be recognized as a great place to "Live, Work and Play". To that point, we were
just recognized by the Georgia Municipal Association this past weekend as one of the nine best
cities to "Live, Work, Play" in the State of Georgia. This was the first year of the award program
and we were honored to be selected.
Looking back on the past decade, I think there are a lot of reasons for our success. A series of
City Councils who stuck with the vision through thick and thin of what our community could be
and not cheapening the vision during the Great Recession. Countless residents and business
owners who pour their heart and soul into our community through programs such as Main Street
and Elm Street for example. And the quality of our dedicated staff that we have had over the past
decade. As President Ronald Reagan once said, "Surround yourself with the best people you can
Mayor and Council
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find, delegate authority, and don't interfere as long as the policy you've decided upon is being
earned out." Council, I think we have done a good job in that area over the years.
Let's look back at 2016's accomplishments.
General Administration
We started the year with Tracy Collins (Ward 4), Rob Usher (Ward 6) and David Potts (Ward 2)
being sworn in at our first meeting in January. It's good to have the three of you here.
From the Human Resources Department, we acknowledged our first "30-year" employee - Sgt.
Robert Bryant in the Fire Department. Lt. Mark Hand graduated from the FBI Academy in
Quantico, VA and Sgt. Ron Hughes graduated from the National Forensic Academy. Crystal
Welch graduated from Leadership Cherokee and Katie O'Connor graduated from the ARC's
Regional Leadership Institute. Brittany Duncan was also promoted to become our first citywide
Public Information Officer. For our Police and Firefighters, we approved the 25-year retirement
plan as part of our pension program.
We also lost Elaine Hubbard, beloved lifelong citizen, friend and Library/Election advocate in
November, as well as Charlotte Leonard, wife of Council Member Bud Leonard in August.
Longtime City Advocate and DDA Board Chairman Jimmy Long retired from the DDA Board in
2016. Jimmy, thank you for your service.
Our Finance Department received the Government Finance Officers Association Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 23rd consecutive year. In addition, we
were awarded the Distinguished Budget Award for 2016, the first time the City has received this
award since 1998. We added $1.8 million to our General Fund reserves during FY 2016, and
reduced our debt by $1.1 million during the same period. We also refinanced other outstanding
debt to lower interest rates which will have significant savings in the coming years. As a result of
these actions, Standard and Poor upgraded our bond rating from AA- to AA due to the "City's
very strong economic metrics as wells as strong budgetary performance over the last three years".
On the environmental front, we upgraded our Green Communities Certification from the ARC
from "Silver" to "Gold" level, received our 17th Tree City USA designation, and won the Mayor
Recycling Challenge for the 4th year in a row. Woodstock recycled over 567,000 pounds of
material in June and July. As always, thank you for recycling.
Community Development Department
The Woodstock Community Development Department permitted a wide array of residential and
commercial projects in 2016, with an aggregate valuation approaching $200 million for the
second year in a row. The City collected more than a half million dollars from residential impacts
fees which are used for the expansion of the Parks and Recreation Department.
Single family residential construction remained strong during 2016, with 332 permits issued - the
second highest year by number of permits in the past 6 years (behind only 2015).
Sixteen new commercial projects were begun in 2016, valued at greater than $25 million. Two of
these projects are hotels, which will add some 166 hotel rooms for Woodstock. Among the
commercial projects that were begun in 2016 are Carriage Kia, Holiday Inn Express, Fairfield Inn
and Suites, Boj angles in Towne Lake and Space Shop Self Storage on Hwy 92 which will include
over 100,000 square feet of climate controlled storage.
Plans were also approved in 2016 for Sprouts Farmer's Market and Knspy Kreme Donuts, as well
as Costco receiving zoning approval.
The Community Development Department performed 10, 135 inspections, issued 4,407 permits
and 309 new businesses were permitted in 2016. Quite a busy year indeed.
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Street Program

2016 saw the Cherokee Office of Economic Development (COED) relocate to the newly
renovated Chattahoochee Tech campus in Downtown Woodstock. Our own Economic
Development/DDA/Main Street offices relocated to Chatt Tech as well. In partnership with
COED, we developed The Circuit, a unique collaborativework space that will allow students and
businesses to collide and provide opportunity for start-up companies to locate in Downtown
Woodstock.
We welcomed Stacy Brown as our new Marketing and Tourism Coordinator. We also developed
and launched a Woodstock brand story and exciting marketing campaign to recruit residents,
businesses and visitors - the City Unexpected campaign has been very successful. Our Visitor's
Center had another record year by welcoming over 14,000 guests. We also had a record 150
scarecrows take part in the popular Main Street Scarecrow Invasion which raised money for
Downtown beautification. The Discover Woodstock Scavenger Hunt received the Historic High
Country Award for Association Excellence for Best Event with Attendance of 1,000 or less.
Main Street Gives Program raised over $8,000 for the Woodstock Public Safety Foundation,
which included directed fund to the Shop with a Hero Program. We also created the
Entertainment District in Downtown.
Downtown Woodstock and our partners hosted over 220 events with attendance of over 110,000
in 2016. There were more than 58,000 volunteer hours logged through our programs and our
partners. The total amount of public/private investment in Downtown Woodstock in 2016 was
over $42 million dollars. These are just some of the reasons why we have a successful
Downtown.
Fire Department

The Woodstock Fire Departmentresponded to 5,497 calls for service in 2016, an increase of 11 %
from the prior year. Each of our firefighters received 298 hours of training on average and we
had 2 firefighters begin Paramedic school at the new Cherokee County Training Center. WFD
conducted 1,928 Life Safety Inspections, 311 construction inspections and performed over 400
plan reviews.
Fire Personnel also reached over 41,500 people through various outreach efforts, including
performing fire alarm blitzes at the Cottages of Woodstock and The Willows Senior Living
Community.
Renovations were begun at Stations 10 and 14 and we purchased a new Fire Engine 14 to replace
an engine originally purchased in 1992.
Information Technology

We started the year of by welcomingJeff Smith as our new IT Director.
IT Completed an upgrade of our hardware infrastructure,to include installation of a new Storage
Area Network, along with upgrading our telephone system to create redundancy in case of a
disaster.
IT worked with various departments to complete the rollout of the new citywide software
modules, which has now been completed. In addition, they worked with PD to implement the
ability for Police cars to use a wireless connection to automatically upload video from the in-car
cameras to network storage, as well as the initial setup of the system for the new body cameras
for our officers.
Parks and Recreation

Construction of the Northside Hospital-Cherokee Amphitheater was completed in November.
The City hosted the Grand Opening Concert on November 12th featuring local country music
artist Mark Wills with the Thomas Fountain band opening. This new facility, which was funded
by SPLOST and Impact Fees, will be the flagship of the departmentfor years to come.
Mayor and Council
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The City's annual Greenstock Day was held in April The annual recycling event collected over
15,000 pounds of electronics, 560 pounds of batteries, saw some 9,000 pounds of paper shredded
and over 3 tons of other recyclables collected.
In August, the City hosted the Tracks on Mam Music Festival
acts on 3 stages and was very well received.

The event featured over 14 music

On Sunday, September 11, 2016, the City hosted the annual 9/11 Day of Remembrance with the
Woodstock Jaycees. This year's ceremony featured the unveiling of the Woodstock 9/11
Memorial. The memorial features 2 subway tracks that were recovered from beneath the World
Trade Center If you haven't seen the memorial yet, please take time to do so.
Our Senior Center's membership grew to 670 members, reflectmg a growth of 116 new members
in 2016. Plans were completed for the expansion of the Center. We anticipate that the addition
will be completed in 2017. We also purchased a new 28 passenger bus for the Center which was
funded by a Community Development Block Grant.
The construction of the Rubes Creek Trail was completed in 2016. Plans for an extension of the
trail to connect to Arnold Mill Road were completed and construction will commence in the
Spring.
Plans for the Towne Lake Pass Trail were completed in 2016. The City of Woodstock and
Cherokee County issued a joint resolution dedicating the trail in loving memory of Council
Member Mary Tessa Basford, who passed away while in office in October 2014. The joint
resolution states "Council Member Basford was very instrumental in the support and
implementation of the Greenprints Plan. Her leadership, love for family, community and those
she so graciously served is a legacy too inspirational not to be immortalized". Groundbreaking
on the trail will be held in March. This 2-mile trail addition will provide a connection from
Woofstock Park to Towne Lake Hills South.
Police Department
The Woodstock Police Department responded to 34,000 calls for service in 2016. Throughout the
year, Woodstock Police officers made 1,480 arrests, an increase of 13% from 2015. Of the 1,480
arrests, 372 involved one or more drug related charges as compared to 224 drug related arrests in
2015. We also made 282 arrests for impaired drivers - an increase of 36% from 2015.
During the year, officers conducted 1,307 foot patrols and numerous bike patrols to promote more
direct citizen-officer contact. In addition, two classes of the Citizens' Public Safety Academy
graduated 49 citizens, bringing the total to nearly 500 graduates since the inception of the
program. The Department also participated in 133 community, HOA and other special events.
The all-volunteer Woodstock Police Auxiliary Unit and Reserve Officer Unit continued to
provide exemplary support during the year by donating over 1,800 hours of deployment time in
2016.
Woodstock Explorer Post 1609 participated in 3 major competitions during the year, competing
against 145 Explorer Posts from throughout the country. WPD Explorers received l " Place
Awards in Written Exams and the Active Shooter Response at two of these competitions. They
also received several other 2nd and 3rc1 place awards.
The Woodstock Public Safety Foundation raised over $80,000 in 2016. WPSF supports the Shop
with a Hero Program which helped 118 children this year. Funds are also used to help WPD and
WFD in obtaining unbudgeted equipment, as well as for emergency support for officers and
firefighters injured in the line of duty.

Mayor and Council

Page6

Printed 2/7/2017

Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Minutes

January 23, 2017

WPD also received a federal grant in the amount of $60,000 for body cameras, which will be
implemented in early 2017. WPD personnel underwent 3,890 hours of training in a variety of
topics last year. On a related noted, Chief Moss was appointed as Chair of the Statewide Training
Committee of the Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police for a second year.
Public Works Department
In July, Rob Hogan was promoted to Assistant Public Works Director. Rob has done an
outstanding job with our utility billing system and we were glad to welcome him in his new role.
Woodstock Public Works Department restriped over 5.2 miles of roadways, completed the
resurfacing and curb installation on Dobbs Road, completed the addition of an 8' sidewalk with
curb and gutter on Dupree Road between Reeves Street and Goshen Lane, and constructed the
Trolley Stop at City Center during 2016. Parking lot expansions at City Center added 26 parking
spaces, Olde Rope Mill Park added 30 spaces and the new lot on Mill Street adjacent to the Elm
Street Event Green added 18 spaces.
In the Water/Sewer Division, non-tap revenue increased in 2016 by 10% during the year - without
a rate increase I might add Permits were issued for the City's new water wells and the project
was put out to bid. Wells will come on line in 2017, helping to reduce the cost of water
acquisition. At the Rubes Creek Waste Water Treatment Plant, installation of the water reuse
system was completed, allowing for the use of plant effluent for operations at the plant, thereby
reducing the amount of potable water the City has to purchase. We now have some 6,500
individually metered water taps in our system, with several thousand more "customers" within
master-metered complexes.
Our Stormwater Division was awarded the 2016 Governmental Partnership Award from Rivers
Alive for the Annual Little River Stream Clean-up efforts. Some 100 bags of debris weighing
over 1 ton were removed from a 6-mile stretch of the Little River during this year's event. The
"Bring One for the Chipper" program yielded 286 Christmas trees and turned them into usable
mulch. Our street sweeper swept 99,914 pounds of debris during the year. We received a
Community Development Block Grant from Cherokee County to replace stormwater pipes and
structures on Goshen Lane. We also replaced stormwater pipes and structures under Ann Court
in the Driftwood Subdivision.
Closing
The items I have included really only scratch the surface of the things that were accomplished in
2016. It's easy to hit the high points, but we shouldn't lose sight of what is accomplished on a
daily basis. Police officers and firefighters responding to a wreck or call for service, a water leak
that is repaired, a building inspection that is done to ensure the safety of a building, trash that is
picked-up along a trail, and those who work behind a desk to provide excellent customer service
and keep the City operating efficiently We don't often talk about services such as these because
frankly, they aren't that glamourous. But the reality is that 90% of what we do on a daily basis
are these types of services. We shouldn't lose sight of these accomplishments as well.
In 2017, we'll have a mumcipal election. We will discuss a SPLOST renewal with our residents.
We have a new administration in Washington and we' Il start the process of selecting a new
Governor in Georgia 201 7 will be quite an excitmg year I'm sure.
At our retreat in a couple of weeks, we'll have the opportunity to talk about the future of our City.
But tonight is about what we have accomplished.
In closing, I would like to leave you with a quote from President Abraham Lincoln: "I do the very
best I know how - the very best I can; and I mean to keep on doing so until the end." Thank you
all very much. Here's to a successful 2017!
ITEM6.

PUBLIC COMMENT
No one signed up to speak.
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CONSENT AGENDA

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to pull Consent Agenda Items 7.4, 7.5, and 7. 7 by Council Members Usher/Potts.
in favor. Motion carried 6-0.

All

Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
l.

Street Acceptances 2017 (APPROVED)
This list of new streets (with distances) is ready for acceptance and approval by City Council.

COMMENTS- Current Meeting:
NO
l

Street Name
Hubbard Rd

2

Fowler St

Subdivision
Woodstock
Downtown
Walton

3

Hickory St

Walton

4

Maple St

Walton

5

Market St

Walton

6

Paden St

Walton

7

Reeves St

Walton

8

Rusk St

9

Market St

10

Village Vw

Windsong Garden
Street
Windsong Garden
Street
Woodstock
Village

11

Village Trl

Woodstock
Village

12

Lakeside Ln

13

Lakeside Dr

Woodstock
Village
Woodstock
Village

Location
Mcaffee St to
Latimer St
Market St to
Reeves St
Paden St to
Market St
Paden St to
Market St
Mill St to Dupree
Rd
Maple Stto
Hickory St
Dupree Rd north
to 200ft S/0 Mill
Rope Mill Rd to
Lewis/Garden St
Rusk St to 90ft
S/0 Garden St
Village Trl east
and south to 170ft
S/0 Lakeside Dr
Hwy 92 north to
l l 2ft N/O Village
Vw
Village Trl east to
Village Vw
Village Trl east to
Village Vw

Length (ft)
946
400
1084
1023
1505
377
1318
760
306
1309

1469

382
374

Total Length to be Acce~ted: 112253 FT (2.13 Miles}
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
2.

Mayor and Council

Budget Amendment - GDOT TE South Main Streetscape Project (APPROVED)
Proposed and requested is a budget amendment to the GDOT-TE South Main Streetscape project,
requesting the use ofreserves to fund project management services through the end of this fiscal
year in the amount of$3,980.00. While funds are budgeted to match and provide a pass-through
Page8

Printed 2/7/2017

Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council

Minutes

January 23, 2017

for the Transportation Enhancement (TE) Grant, funds to fulfill the current project management
contract are necessary.
Account Name/Number - Use of Reserves 250-1599-394110-00 I GDQT-TE Grant South Main 2507410-541410-00
Budget Amount - $83, 737 I $540,000 construction portion; project mgmt. not included
Amount Spent to Date - $83.737 I $2,670 (respectively)
Encumbered Balance - $0
Amount of Request -$3,980.00
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
3.

Major Budget Amendment# 2017-70 Parks and Recreation Special Events (APPROVED)
Requesting Council's approval to use reserves to cover additional costs for Special Events
including two summer concerts.

Account Name/Number - Special Events 280-535-5230-523967-00
Budget Amount - $ 80,000
Amount Spent to Date - $ 43.955
Encumbered Balance - O
Amount of Request - $ 55,000
COMMENTS- Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
4.

Contract and/or RFP (ID# 4353) 2017 Summer Concert Series Contract - Gump Fiction
August 12, 2017 (APPROVED)
Gump Fiction
Band Cost
$ 4,750
Est. Production 10,000
Request approval pending Eldon's final review and approval

Amount of Contract

$ 4. 7 50

Special Events: 280-535-5230-523967-00 (payments made prior to FY 2018 will be prepaid & expensed
in FY 2018)
$ 4,750 to be paid out of FY 2018 Budget Funds
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve Consent Agenda Items 7.4, 7.5, and 7.7 subject to Eldon's final review of
form of contract by Council Members Johnson/Mueller to approve. All in favor. Motion
carried 6-0.
5.

Mayor and Council

Contract and/or RFP (ID# 4352) 2017 Summer Concert Series Contract - Drivin N Cryin
July 8, 2017 (APPROVED)
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Drivin N Cryin
Band Cost
$11,500 (includes Opening Band - The Steppin Stones)
Est. Production 10,000
Request approval pending Eldon's final review and approval.
Amount of Contract: $ 11,500
Special Events: 280-535-5230-523967-00 (payments made prior to FY 2018 will be prepaid & expensed
in FY 2018)
$ 11,500 to be paid out of FY 2018 Budget Funds
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve Consent Agenda Items 7.4, 7.5, and 7.7 subject to Eldon's final review of
form of contract by Council Members Johnson/Mueller to approve. All in favor. Motion
carried 6-0.
6.

Budget Amendment and Development Services Specialist Position (APPROVED)
Recommended and respectfully requested is the creation of a new part-time position in the
Community Development Department known as the" Development Services Specialist." This
proposed position is part-time and will serve in the Development Services Division to process,
route and ensure the timely review of all site plans, concepts, preliminary plats, final plats, and
accompanying documentation, following up with customers promptly on the status of reviews.
This position coordinates with other municipal departments - Building, Fire, Public Works, etc.,
to ensure that plan review comments from all departments are gathered and synthesized into
correspondence to the customer, to keep the process moving forward expeditiously for the
issuance of permits. This position will also back up the Development Services Representatives at
the counter and oversee records retention in coordination with the Development Services
Supervisor.
This position is necessary due to the service volume experienced in Development Services and
desire to ensure 100% customer satisfaction. For this fiscal year, FY 2017, this position can be
funded from existing funds in the Building and Community Development Department budgets,
more particularly detailed in the attached budget amendment, for a cost of $9, 105.74.

Account Name/Number - Multiple (See attached BA)
Amount of Request - $9, 105 74
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
7.

Contract and/or RFP (ID# 4350) 2017 Summer Concert Series Contract - The Charlie
Daniels Band (APPROVED)
May 12, 2017
The Charlie Daniels Band
Band Cost
$45,000
Est. Production 10,000
Opening Band
1,000 "Across the Wide" Band
Request approval pending Eldon's final review and approval.

Mayor and Council
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Budgeted $77,500

Spent $51,658 21
Encumbered $1, 713 40
Rem Balance

$24,128

280-535-5230-523967-00

Budgeted $80,000

Spent $49,955
Encumbered $0
Remaining Balance $36,045

Remaining Balance Added together $60, 171
Requested Amount $56,000
Remaining Balance $4, 171
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve Consent Agenda Items 7.4, 7.5, and 7.7 subject to Eldon's final review of
form of contract by Council Members Johnson/Mueller to approve. All in favor. Motion
carried 6-0.
8.

Contract and/or RFP (ID # 4349) J & M Displays Fireworks Contract 2017 (APPROVED)
Asking approval of 2017 fireworks contract from J & M Displays, the same company we used for
last year's fireworks display. Total cost of the show$ 15,000 to be paid from FY 2018 Budget
Funds.

Amount of Contract: $ 15,000
Special Events· IOl-5535-5230-523967-00 (payments made prior to FY 2018 will be prepaid &
expensed in FY 2018)
$ 15,000 to be paid out of FY 2018 Budget Funds
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
9.

July 4th Spectacular and Christmas Jubilee Road Closures 2017 (APPROVED)
Request permission to close Main St. and Rope Mill Rd., from Woodstock Elementary School at
230 Rope Mill Rd. to Highway 92 (Sam's Club), on July 4th and December 2nd, 2017, for the
City of Woodstock Holiday Parades and Runs. Also request closing East Main St. in front of the
park for the two festivals.
Event Start Times
July 4th Parade 10:00 am and Woodstock Freedom Run 7:15 am
December 2nd Egg Nog Jog starts at 5:00 pm and Christmas Jubilee Parade of Lights 5:30 pm.
Road Closure Times
On July 4th, the roads will close from 7:00 am - 8:30 am for the annual Freedom Run Race and
then again at 9:45 am., for the parade.

Mayor and Council
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On December 2nd, the roads will close at 4:45 pm for the Egg Nog Jog starting at 5:00 pm and
stay closed for the parade at 5:30 pm.

The roads will reopen once all pedestrian and parade traffic has been cleared and all street
cleaning and equipment removal is complete.
Approve road closures to use for July 4th Parade and Woodstock Freedom Run, Christmas
Jubilee Parade of Lights and the Egg Nog Jog.

COMMENTS- Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
10.

2017 LMIG Application (APPROVED)
2017 LMIG Application for Street Improvements Scheduled April-June 2017
Main Street from Ridgewalk Parkway to City Limits
and
Dupree Road from Main Street to City Limits

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
11.

Major Budget Amendment 2017-69 Public Works OT (APPROVED)
Additional Overtime in Streets, B&G, and Mains required for Winter Weather event and multiple
special projects including Bell Railroad Crossing, Annex Renovation, Annex Generator, and
Amphitheater Completion

Account Name/Number - Multiple (See attached)

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
12.

Award of State Construction Bid in the Amount of$371,983.66 To Astra Construction
Services L.L.C (APPROVED)
Award of State Construction Bid in the amount of$371,983.66 To Astra Construction Services
L.L.C. for the expansion of the William G. Long Senior Center. And authorize Mayor to sign
contract and any related documents. This is a possible CDBG Funded Project. Staff is working
closely with Cherokee County on finalization of the CDBG authorization.

Account Name/Number - 434-5535-541411-00 SPLOST IV Parks Projects - Undesignated
Budget Amount - $300,000
Amount of Request- $371,983.66

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
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Ordinance (ID# 4339) 2nd Reading - Text Amendment to LDO Chapter VII & Chapter
XVIII, Use/Zoning District Matrix (APPROVED)
Proposed is an amendment to relocate the form-based code uses from Chapter XVIII to Chapter
VII, and revisions to the Use Chart in Chapter VII and text Amendment to LDO Chapter VII Performance Zoning Standards - to provide for massage therapy, spa, and bodywork therapy uses.
Public Hearing held on 11/28/2016
V ote to recommend approval or denial of the text amendments 2nd Reading ..

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
14.

Elm St Cultural Arts Village Alcohol License (APPROVED)
Christopher Brazelton, as applicant for Elm St Cultural Arts Village, has applied for an alcohol
license for on-premise consumption of malt beverages and wine. The establishment is a live
entertainment and event facility located at 8534 Main St & 111 Elm St. The registered agent will
be Christopher Brazelton.

COMMENTS- Current Meeting:
Motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items except 7.4, 7.5 and 7.7 by Council Members
Usher/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
ITEMS.

l.

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
Ordinance (ID# 4340) Public HearingNote: Z#093-16 Magnolia Place Rezoning and
Variances
The City of Woodstock, Georgia has received a Rezoning and Variance application from Oak
Hall Companies, LLC of Atlanta, GA (Case Z#093-16). The property is located on the south side
of Arnold Mill Road, west of Bentley Pkwy, in Woodstock, Georgia consisting of ±2.548 acres.
The property is identified as tax map and parcel number 92N05 074 and 074B zoned DT-CBD
(Downtown Central Business District) and DT-MRA (Downtown Medium Density Residential)
in the City limits of Woodstock, GA. Rezoning of the DT-MRA parcel is requested to be DTCBD. The proposal is for an office building. Additionally, variances are requested to some
downtown standards, including building placement, architecture, parking location, and Sidewalk
Area.
Vote to recommend approval or denial of the request.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
The case was presented by Katie O'Connor, Senior City Planner. A great deal of discussion
surrounded the debate as to whether or not access should be given to the rear access road
leading into the Downtown Woodstock Development (formerly Hedgewood).
Applicant Presentation by Parks Huff, Sams Larkin Huff and Bally
Parks Huff stated the City's missing element in our Live, Work and Play is Work Class A
Office space is missing. Variances being requested tonight have to do with grade differences
on Arnold Mill and Bentley Parkway. Planning to push retaining wall in closer to be shorter
and put trees on top of the retaining wall. Great compromise by staff.
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Residents of Bentley Parkway suggested during the public participation meeting, that the
Bentley Parkway median be taken out and turned into a dedicated left turn lane. If it is
feasible, the applicant would be happy to do this.
The applicant would like to give those that live in Hedgewood but work at this facility to
have access to this new office facility Not a huge issue that can't be resolved so that it's not
a cut-through. Happy to gate it - automatic one-way or car key both directions but would be
glad to have an engineer look at it.
Oak Hall (Property Owner) is here tonight. This is what downtown was designed for. Asked
Council to follow staff and planning commission recommendation.
Katie O'Connor stated that Condition #4 was reworded and divided into A and B sections to read:
A. The requirement for 100% Street Façade Frontage is waived as to both the Arnold Mill Road
and Bentley Parkway frontages.
B. Parking is to be allowed between the building and the street along the Bentley Parkway frontage.
CM Potts made a suggestion to change Condition #8 from may to will (re: the gate). He said he
would like to see access cut off from everyone except police and fire.
Public Hearing Opened
Michelle Semple- 715 Hammond Drive - would rather it be the HOA of the subdivision instead
of the owner of this property that had control over gate access. She said it's not a good idea to
allow access. Who owns and controls the gate is what she is concerned about. The
neighborhood has had packages stolen off their porches.
Tara Daigle - 224 McAfee Street - lives in subdivision - happy to have this development because
we need office space. Loves the gate. Want it for emergency but concerned about cars backing
up at the gate entrance to get in/out. Walking access is great, and for emergency vehicles
absolutely - but not sure if access cards are a great idea. Problem with speeding and safety in
their subdivision. A lot of kids, buses, dogs/cats - don't need an extra 150 vehicles coming in
through the back way It's not that hard for those that live in the subdivision to take a nght on
Hubbard onto Arnold Mill and then another right into this development.
Public Hearing Closed
Currently the access road is open and is public property because the City owns Magnolia
Hall, but when sold will no longer be public property.
No vehicular - emergency only - with pedestrian access only. The City Manager reminded
Council that there is going to have to be a barrier at Hubbard to avoid people from going to a
gate that doesn't open.
The owner also suggested a landscape bottle neck. Turn it into grass w/pavers and then not
have a gate so that the fire trucks can get through.
Council Member Usher recommends the HOA communicate this change to emergency access
only with the neighbors. Or if we need to pull condition #8 and get more input from police
and fire.
Mayor said residents are not the problem, it's people using this as a pass-through coming
from Main Street to get to Arnold Mill Road.
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Motion to approve with staff recommendations and conditions with the exception of an
amendment to #8 to prohibit vehicular access other than emergency vehicles and to
work with staff to come up with the best solution. Staff will bring back to Council the
plans for this. This motion was made by Council Members Potts/Usher. All in favor.
Motion carried 6-0.
Ms. Semple also asked for no parking on Hammond Drive to be looked at when they do the
study for the rear access. They can't get out of their driveway. (No action was taken on this.)

Conditions Approved:
l. The streetscape along Bentley Parkway shall consist of a 5' landscape strip with streetlights but no street

trees, a 5' wide sidewalk, and the required street trees shall be planted above the proposed retaining
wall to be located in the supplemental zone along Bentley Pkwy. Both wall and street trees shall be
located on private property outside the right of way.
2. No on-street parking shall be required on Arnold Mill Road or Bentley Parkway. Street trees shall not
be required on the Arnold Mill Road frontage due to the existing County water main easement.
3. Unless determined by staff to be not feasible, applicant shall remove the median and neighborhood sign
on Bentley Parkway at the Arnold Mill Road intersection and install a northbound left turning lane in
its place.
4. A. The requirement for 100% Street Façade Frontage is waived as to both the Arnold Mill Road and
Bentley Parkway frontages.
B. Parking is to be allowed between the building and the street along the Bentley Parkway frontage.
5. There shall be a 7' wide landscape buffer along the southern property line, to include evergreen trees
and shrubs sufficient to provide year-round opaque screening.
6. The Community Development Director or his designee shall have final approval over the design and
materials of any new retaining walls and barriers at the tops of walls.
7. The proposed building shall adhere to Residential Treatment in lieu of Storefront Treatment, and shall
be allowed to exceed the 60% window maximum.
8. The property owner shall work with staff to prohibit vehicular access other than emergency vehicle
access at the rear access point leading to the Woodstock Downtown neighborhood.
9. EIFS shall be allowed as an accent material on the upper portions of the building, substantially similar
to the elevation attached hereto as "Exhibit C" and made a part hereof by reference, and with final
approval by the Community Development Director or his designee.
2.

Ordinance {ID# 4345) Public HearingNote: V#l45-16 Lidi
Applicant requests relieffrom Parkway Overlay Section 7.881# (7, 8) and from Sign Ordinance
Section 6.4.13 e. Relief would allow construction of a glass curtain wall and use of an internally
lit box sign.
Please vote to approve or deny.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Case was presented by Tania Celis Leyva, City Planner. This property is next to Sonic
on Highway 92. They are currently stuck in the permitting process because of two
architectural and one sign code item.
Mayor and Council
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Executive Summary:
Kimley Horn requests relief from the Parkway Overlay prohibitions on the use of glass curtain
walls (LOO 7.881#8) and large glass sheets for windows (LOO 7.881#7), and from the Sign
Ordinance requirement that all internally illuminated building signs must be channel letter style
si gnage only (LOO 6.3 .13 .e). Variances to these sections would enable Kimley Horn's client,
Lidi US, to construct their signature building design which features a curvilinear roof, a glass
curtain wall made up of large glass sheets, and two internally illuminated mullion mounted box
signs on each wall facmg Highway 92. Kimley Horn's application states that the buildmg's
unique architecture and signage would allow for instant brand recognition and an enhanced
customer experience, both of which are crucial for the store's long term economic success
On December 21, 2016, the Development Process Committee voted to recommend relieffrom the
curtain wall and large glass sheet prohibitions, because the Mayor and City Council granted the
applicant a variance to permit a curvilinear roof back in April 2016. The original architectural
design exhibits submitted with the roof application was substantially similar to the elevations
received that included the curtain wall during plan review. Thus it is clear that both elements
were designed to go hand in hand. However, the applicant failed to ask for a variance to allow the
curtain wall during the first variance case, so it could not be approved during plan review. To
deny the curtain wall would mean that the applicant would not be able to enjoy the benefits of the
variance they already received for the roof, so staff supports the curtain wall request. Staff does
not recommend approval for the sign variance because with minor modifications, the signs could
be made compliant with existing code, making a variance unnecessary. At the January 5, 2017
meeting, the Planning Commission voted to uphold the staff recommendation.

Zoning History:
On April 25, 2016, Council voted to approve variances requested per Case V#135-16, subject to
conditions.
Recommendation
At the January 5, 2017 meeting the Planning Commission unanimously voted to recommend
approval of the variances to Parkway Overlay Section 7.881#7, Parkway Overlay Section
7.881#8 subject to the following conditions:
1. The glass curtain wall facing HWY 92 shall be only curtain wall permitted on site.
2. Mirrored glass with a reflection of greater than 20% remains prohibited.
3. Glass panels in windows and storefronts shall be clear and unpainted, and shall not be tinted
such that views into the building are obstructed.
4. No external shading systems are permitted. Only interior shading systems are permitted.
5. The Insolroll interior window shading system proposed as of 12/21/2016 is permitted. Shades
shall be made of Fabric Panel Material SOLTIS 86 - Beaten Metal (2045) and operate upon one
channel so all shades operate together and align across the storefront. Deviation from this shading
system requires staff approval.
6. No graphics, advertisement, or signage of any kind may be added on any shade.
7. Signs may be painted or affixed to glass surfaces of windows and doors for pedestrian level
glass panes only. This condition does not include the two proposed building wall signs that are
the subject of the variance request from Ordinance Section 6.4.13 (e.).
8. Internally Illuminated Awning and Canopy Signs remain prohibited.

Mayor and Council

Pagel6

Printed 2/7/2017

Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council

January 23, 2017

Minutes

9. The variance requested from Sign Ordinance Section 6.4.13 (e.) is not recommended for
appro¥al at this time. Compliance or direct appeal to Council is recommended.
1 O. The doors of all dumpsters on site must remain closed when not use.
The Development Process Committee and the Planning Commission do not recommend approval
of the two internally lit boxed signs because they believe they could comply with our code if the
sign was externally lit.
Luke Walter, Lidl Representative was present. Regarding the signage, he stated this is a key
component of their marketing plan. His preference is to have the internally lit signage. But at the
very least would like the sign itself. Always had internally lit, but they can investigate other
options. They have a store going up in Sandy Springs and City of Atlanta. Trying to make a big
footprint in the United States.
Public Hearing Open/Closed. No one signed up to speak.

Motion to approve with the exception of the internally lit signage with conditions and the
deletion of condition #9 by Council Members Usher/Johnson. All in favor except Council
Members Leonard/Collins. Motion carried 4-2.
3.

Ordinance (ID # 4342) Public Hearing/1st Reading - Text Amendment to LDO Chapter X Administration and Enforcement
Text Amendment to LOO Chapter X - Administration and Enforcement to provide for amended
administration and procedures, revised zoning procedures and standards, among other purposes.
Vote to approve or deny the text amendment.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Text Amendment LOO Ch. X - Administration and Enforcement
Proposing a change when an applicant asks to defer, postpone, table a request before the
Planning Commission Meeting. We will consider two requests through two different cycles
and at third request it needs to be denied and then the applicant will have to resubmit as a new
application. The expense incurred with advertising and review time by staff will be covered
by the charge. Need applications to be solid and complete before they go forward.
Brantley to meet with DPC to discuss a fee for deferral's
recommendation on the fee tonight.

Not ready to make a

PC recommended approval that if party seeks to postpone then it needs to come in two
business days prior to the hearing to allow us time to let people know before they show up to
the meeting.
As a DPC, we want to insure that when an applicant moves forward, that the application is
complete, so that Planning Commission and Council have the information they need to make
a decision. We are seeing many incomplete applications.
Postponing a case will need to be done through the City Manager. It is in the code like that
today.
Council Member Usher is on board with fees. Time ts money and we've got to recoup our
costs and cost of the time of our citizen's board Planning Commission.
Public Hearing Open/Closed. No one signed up to speak.

Motion to approve the 1st Reading by Council Members Usher/Mueller. All in favor.
Motion carried 6-0.
Mayor and Council
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Ordinance (ID# 4344) Public Hearing/Vote - Text Amendment to LDO Chapter VII Performance Zoning Standards
Text Amendment to LOO Chapter VII - Performance Zoning Standards - to amend Article VII
Downtown District Standards to revise definitions, code compliance certificate, street area
requirements and standards, street types, and graphics, among other purposes.
Vote to approve or deny the text amendment.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
We want to add an objective to the downtown code to "Plan and maintain first class
sustainable neighborhoods".
When a development is zoning compliant, there are no signs required. So we would like to
add a 32 sq. Ft sign provision when someone is going to file a land disturbance permit to put
up a temporary sign to say the name of the development and what's coming and a website
information. This will add an additional layer of information for the public as to what's
going on. No fee for the temporary sign. Can pull sign when they file a permit.
Public hearing open/closed. No one signed up to speak.
Motion to approve the 1st Reading by Council Members Leonard/Collins. All in favor.
Motion carried 6-0.
5.

Public HearingNote: Zoning Map Amendment
The City Council of the City of Woodstock is adopting the official Zoning Map. This update
addresses annexations, rezonings, and mapping inconsistencies, which have occurred since the
last Zoning Map Adoption.
Vote to recommend approval or denial of the Map Amendment.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Changes Include:
South Main Street - Old Carole's Cleaner property
Field Equity Rezoning - Self-Storage in front of Ford Dealership Rezoned
Annexation/Rezoning - on Neese Road - Where Oasis of Love Church was - RTH Zoning
Created
Very minor changes to parcel lines were made.
Public Hearing Open/Closed - No one signed up to speak.
Motion to approve by Council Members Collins/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried
6-0.
ITEM9.
1.

MINUTES APPROVAL
Approval of Minutes - 1/9/17 Regular Council Meeting

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Motion for approval of minutes from the January 9, 2017 Council Meeting by Council
Members Collins/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
Mayor and Counctl
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City Code Amendment - Chapter 94 - Traffic and Vehicles
Staff requests Council consideration of the requested speed limit changes along Arnold Mill Road
and Towne Lake Parkway. The recommended changes downtown will make this area more
pedestrian friendly and will also allow for future design of on-street parking.

l.

Towne
Arnold
Arnold
Arnold

Lake Parkway from Mill Street to Main Street - 25 MPH
Mill Road from Main Street to Bentley Parkway - 25 MPH
Mill Road from Bentley Parkway to Dobbs Road - 35 MPH
Mill Rd from Dobbs Road to Neese Road - 45 MPH

Staff also requests amending the City Code - Chapter 94 - Traffic and Vehicles - Article II Speed Zones, Section 94-43 as per the table attached.
COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Presented by Pat Flood, Public Works Director
A speed study and amendment to our radar permits would need to be done.
Proposed revisions are:
Towne Lake Parkway from Mill to Main - 25 mph
Arnold Mill Road - Bentley to Main - 25 mph
Arnold Mill Road - Bentley Parkway to Dobbs Road - 35 mph
Arnold Mill Road - Dobbs Road to Neese Road - 45 mph
CM Potts thinks it should be 25 mph from Fire Station to Main Street.
We were asked by Developer next to senior center to look at this. We are looking at a crosswalk
at senior center to the AME Church that we use for overflow parking for events; we are getting
ready to run sidewalk on south side of Towne Lake Parkway from Methodist Church side to Mill
Street Intersection. The strip center has asked for a crosswalk at the Mill Street intersection.
AME Church crosswalk may tie into Rubes Creek Trail.
Pat reminded Council we have to have I O mph increments in the changes to get the radar permit
approved.
Dobbs to Neese - should be 35 mph per CM Mueller. Pat said they can look at this during the
traffic study.
They will hire someone outside to do the speed study. City Manager stated we wanted Council's
consensus to proceed with the concept and the speed study. Consensus was given.
Council good with concept and to proceed with speed study.
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Tour of Southern Highlands Approval
Dingo Race Productions request road closures on March 3, 2017 for the Tour of the Southern
Highlands Bicycle Race Special Event. This event is a bicycle race and event green festival to
kick off multi-event, multi-day bicycle race in county and Ball Ground.
Route of race, times and road closures are included in the attachments.
Alcohol will be served with the responsible party as Christopher Brazelton of Elm Street Cultural
Arts Village.
Proposed is approval of the road closure for the event as the applicant continues to work through
logistics.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Road closures on March 3rd.
Hickory, Paden, Market and Mill Street would be affected by the road closures proposed on
March 3rd. This event is moving from the Gainesville area to Woodstock and is a highly
recognized and well thought of event. Betty Hodges, applicant was present to answer question.
Since this has a big impact on Walton, we met with the manager of Walton onsite to discuss
ingress/egress during the race. Won't be closed the entire time Comfortable with layout we
came up with and with the communication strategy with their residents.
This event is similar to when Wing & Rock Festival came the first year. In exchange for
sponsorship we provided services the first year to kick off the event. They are asking for the
same thing with this event - for first year, we'd like to waive the fees for employees working the
event at an estimate of $3000 for Police and $500 for police. We do a lot with mountain bike
races - expanding to road race. This is a county-wide effort (Ball Ground is working on this as
well.) An event on Elm Street Event green will be held that night as well - ties in with Friday
Night Live. Paden Street has the base coat down at a minimum. Staff will look into any road
hazards that may exist. Intermittently closed from 7 am to 11 am. Officers will be placed at the
ingress and egress points to ensure safety. Series of three races and will be gaps in between the
races so people can come and go.
CM Usher said issue will be people coming off Interstate that can't do the left hand tum on Main
Street.
Jeff said we will use our reader board signs extensively in addition to public notices ahead of
time.
Motion to approve by Council Member Collins/Leonard.
3.

All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.

Tinsley-Postiglione Sign Appeal
Tinsley/Postiglione was denied a sign permit for a billboard. Per the ordinance, the
applicant's appeal must be heard at the next regular meeting after the written appeal request is
received, which in this case was 10/24/2016. Due to circumstances beyond the applicant's
control, the applicant requested this matter be postponed to this meeting date.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting:
Susan Stuart, Assistant City Attorney with Moore, Ingram, Johnson and Steele.
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Exhibit packages were distributed to the Mayor and Council. Exhibits will be given to the City
Clerk to be incorporated into the record.
Brantley Day, Community Development Director will present the PowerPoint (Exhibit 1) which
will go through the facts for the appeal.
EXHIBIT 1 - PowerPoint Slides

TINSLEY POSTIGLIONE
BILLBOARD SIGN APPEAL
Mayor and City Council
January 23, 2017

TIMELINE
• 08/18/2016: Application for Permanent Sign - Billboard
permit filed for726 Towne Lake Parkway (EXHIBIT 2)
• 08/29/2016: Letter from the City denying permit due to
incomplete application and noncompliance with standards
(EXHIBIT 3)
• 08/31/2016: Application for Permanent Sign - Billboard
permit filed for-Z26 Towne Lake Parkway (EXHIBIT 4)
• 09/23/2016: Letter from the City denying permit due to
incomplete application and noncomp!Jance with standards
(EXHIBIT 5)
• 10/05/2016: Appeal filed by the applicant (EXHIBIT 6)

WHY WAS THE PERMIT DENIED?
l. Incomplete Application (International

Building Code, Sight Diagram deficiencies)

2. Proposed Billboard Sign is Noncompliant
with Billboard Sign Ordinance
Exhibit 7 - Billboard Ordinance
Exhibit 8 - Sign Ordinance
Exhibit 9 - Definitions Ordinance
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#1 INCOMPLETE APPLICATION
, Land Development Ordinance Chapter XXI,
Article II, Section 21.2.1, #4:
One accurate drawing to scale of the plans,
specifications and method of construction and
attachment of the Billboard Sign to the building or
round is required, including a si ht distance
dia ram which was not included.
IBC Specifications appear to be met

Clarification: After further review of the IBC with Chief Building Official, we determined that actually the specifications
that were provided would be what we would want to see, therefore, that provision appears to have been met.
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#2 NON COMPLIANT WITH
BILLBOARD SIGN STANDARDS
, Land Development Ordinance Chapter XXI,
Article I, Section 21.1.8, (c):
All Billboard Signs shall be oriented onl toward 1-575
and shall be erected no further than 100 feet from the
right-of-way line of 1-575.
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Also oriented towards Towne Lake Parkway.
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Shown on aerial below where triangular billboard is located and star is where proposed billboard would go.
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Measuring from the sign itself, not from the pole. The sign is 36' wide. Measuring from each corner out.
Clearly a billboard sign is present within a 1000 feet and even within the 500 ring.

,.. Land Development Ordinance Chapter XXI,
Article I, Section 21.1.8, (g):
No Billboard Sign shall be located within five hundred
(500) feet of single family residentially zoned parcels
and/or parcels designated for single family residential
use.
EXHIBIT 10: DT-GC Zoning Ordinance
EXHIBIT 11: DT-RO Zoning Ordinance
EXHIBIT 12- DT-MRA Zoning Ordinance

Within 500 ft have three zoning districts:
DT-GC, DT-RO and DT-MRA.
The location of the proposed sign is zoned DT-GC which permits SF uses at 8 units/acre
9 u/acre - MRA - DT-RO provides possibility of 8 units/acre SF residential and DT-GC eligible for up to
8 units/acre.
Example of single family residential within DT-GC was shown located off Highway 92 at Indian Valley
Drive. To be clear, all three zoning districts do have SF residential uses in them. The code is clear that
the billboard can't be within 500 ft. of single family residential parcels or parcels designated for single
family residential use. All of these parcels meet that criteria.
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Next slide - 500 ft. represents yellow rings.
itself is zoned DT-GC
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CONCLUSION - REASONS FOR DENIAL:
The application for the proposed Billboard Sign was
incomplete;
2. The proposed Billboard Sign is noncornpliant
with
the provisions of Chapter XXI Billboard Signs
Standards:
• Not only oriented to 1-575;
• Well within 1,000 feet of another Billboard Sign; and
• Well within 500 feet of three (3) zoning districts
designated for single family resídentiaf uses.
1.

Exhibits 1 is the PowerPoint Presentation incorporated into these minutes as a matter of permanent record; and
Exhibits 2-12 referenced in the PowerPoint Presentation were given to the City Clerk and are attached to
these minutes as a matter of permanent record.
TINSLEY POSTIGLIONE TESTIMONY
Mr. Franklin Lemond, Attorney for Tinsley-Postiglione submitted a Pre-Hearing Brief in support of
appeal into the official record.
Respectfully disagree with statements made by Mr. Day for why the applications were denied. The
applicant submitted an initial application on 18th of August and it was denied on August 29. His client
received their denial letter on August 31. Rather than appeal that denial they attempted, in good faith, to
update the application to address the concerns. They submitted oversize drawings showing the position of
the billboard in relation to the property in question, accurate drawing to scale of plans, method of
construction, how the billboard would be attached to the ground, drawings that indicated compliance with
the international business code, and submitted all of the drawings for 378 sq. ft. which is much less than
672 sq. ft. allowed by code.
application submitted written verification by the applicant that the sign would be oriented toward I575 and 575 alone. Despite compiling all of this additional information and resubmitting the application,
Mr. Day denied the application on the same three grounds he denied the l" application and in addition
included the denial based on the location of the Old Diner Site sign which was not initially made known
to the applicant as a problem.
2nd

Because of this, Mr. Lemond made an open records request asking for information about this sign. Sign
permit was issued in June 2010 for a 140 sq. ft. billboard sign. The size is critical because the code says it
doesn't qualify as a billboard until it gets to 21 O sq. ft. Sign permit is Exh. G. of his packet. Mr. Day
has said that you aggregate all of the faces, but that's not how sign face sizes are measured in the City.
And it allows that sign to be multi-faced as long as it is back to back. But you don't add 672 and 672 to
come up with 1300 sq. ft. you treat it as a 627 sq. ft. sign. This is inconsistent with what the code says
and how signs have been permitted in the past.
Signs must be registered per City 'Code in Sec. 21.2.4 within 90 days. This old diner sign has been
abandoned -there is no copy on this sign. It was never registered so therefore the City should have issued
Mayor and Council
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a citation requiring it to be brought into conformance. Had the City done so, then the billboard would
have been removed and it wouldn't exist and we wouldn't be where we are tonight per Mr. Lemond.
He said the 1000 sq. ft. from an existing billboard is inconsistent with what the ordinance says and what
has been done in the past.
Another inconsistency is the sign distance diagram requirement. With a former application submitted by
this applicant, the sign distance diagram was not required and the application was considered complete.
That sign permit was denied and is under appeal in the Superior Court. Now that they are coming forth a
year later with an application for a different site that they feel is compliant with the code, they are being
asked to do something different. Doing this to come up with additional reasons to deny an application
that would otherwise be compliant.
One of the things that Mr. Day didn't address here this evening is 6.4.3 of the LOO - cited in his denial
letter, but it wasn't addressed this evening, because it only applies to general signs and not billboard
signs. Can't apply the non-billboard section of the LOO to the billboard ordinance as governed by Ch. 21
of the Code.
Tinsley-Postiglione feels the criteria is constantly changing and what's been applied in one instance is not
be applied in another and that's just inherently unfair per Mr. Lemond.
Mr. Lemond said Mr. Day has ignored the fact that the Old Diner sign not being oriented to I-575 only
was not complied with but now they have to comply.
He says there are no residentially zoned parcels within 500 ft. of this sign. City is trying to say these
zoning districts would allow residential in certain circumstances, but if you look all of these parcels they
are being used for commercial use. There are no residences. There is a Shell Station, Waffle House, etc.
Mr. Lemond said if you have a code that purports to allow billboards and an applicant comes in with an
application that checks all the boxes, but yet you come up with all these strained interpretation of the code
as a basis for denying, then why even allow billboards in the first place, why notjust come out and say
what you apparently intend to do which is prohibit them all together. That's not what the code says.
They respectfully submit they have met all the criteria.
Arguments contained in his submission that preserve their right to legal challenges on a first amendment
basis under federal and state law and equal protection under federal and state law were pointed out by Mr.
Lemond. He pointed to his brief and asked that Council read the case law if they get an opportunity.
Sec. 21.2.1. i states the Council has 30-days to come up with a decision after an appeal is heard.
He encouraged the Council to review all the information provided by both parties, dig deep into these
issues - not as open and shut as the city would have you to believe. He believes if they do so they will
come to the conclusion the permit should have been granted.
Susan Stuart, Assistant City Attorney clarified that Mr. Lemond brought up 6.4.3 of the LOO and talks
about how it's not applicable, but this is a legal question not a factual question.
There is language in 6.1.5 regarding applicability (read aloud by Susan Stuart):
6. 1.5. -Applicabillty.

Signs shall be erected, placed, established, painted, created and matntatned tn accordance with the
physical standards outltned tn this Chapter and other applicable provtstons of the Land Development Code
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Susan stated the City has Ch. 6 which are Sign Standards and Ch. 21 which are Billboards. These two
ordinances do overlap. Ch. 6 has enforceability provisions, variance provisions, hazardous sign
provisions, abandoned sign provisions, removal measures and a number of provisions that actually span
across. Brantley did not have it in his presentation because it's more of a legal question. Susan offered to
put this in memo form.
City Attorney, Eldon Basham recommended adjournment into executive session.

Motion to adjourn into Executive Session to discuss litigation by Council Members Potts/Johnson at
9:18 pm. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
Motion to adjourn into public session at 9:23 pm by Council Members Potts/Mueller. All in favor.
Motion carried 6-0.
Motion to table this matter and direct staff and City Attorney's Office to present proposed order to
be submitted at a future Council Meeting and to copy opposing Counsel on these orders by Council
Members Leonard/Mueller. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS

ITEM 12.

The Mayor and Katie O'Connor accepted a "Live Work and Play Award yesterday thanks to the Georgia
Murucipal Association and Georgia Trend Magazine on the City's behalf.
Council Member Johnson thanked Chief Moss for speaking to Boy Scout Troop 994.

CITY MANAGER AND STAFF COMMENTS

ITEM 13.

The City Manager stated we received another award from Safewise. The City of Woodstock was ranked
#19 in the Safest Cities in Georgia this year.
The City Manager serves on the DF ACS Advisory Board for Cherokee County. He handed out the 2016
Annual Report shows that our number of kids in Foster Care, dollars paid out in Medicaid and food
stamps in Cherokee County and that we had 25 foster children adopted in 2016.

EXECUTIVE SESSION - Personnel, Litigation, Real Estate

ITEM 14.

Motion to adjourn into executive session to discuss real estate, litigation and personnel at 9:27 pm
by Council Members Leonard/Potts. All in favor. Motion carried 6-0.
Motion to reconvene into public session at 9:35 pm by Council Members Mueller/Collins. All in
favor. Motion carried 6-0.
ITEM 15.

FINAL ADJOURNMENT

Motion for final adjournment at 9:36 pm by Council Members Collins/Johnson. All in favor.
Motion carried 6-0.
~
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EXECUTIVE SESSION
AFFIDAVIT

MEETING DATE

AFFIDAVIT OF PRESIDING OFFICIAL(S)
FOR A CLOSED PUBLIC MEETING
While in Regular Session, the motion was made to enter into an Executive Session to discuss
certain matters in a closed session.

1N
~

To discuss with council pending and/or potential litigation, settlement claims,
administrative proceedings or other judicial actions, which is exempt from the
Open Meetings Act pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 50-14-2(1).
A meeting to discuss the purchase, disposal of, or lease of property; authorize the
ordering of an appraisal related to the acquisition or disposal of real estate; enter
into a contract to purchase, dispose of, or lease property subject to approval in a
subsequent public vote; or enter into an option to purchase, dispose of, or lease
real estate subject to approval in subsequent public vote, which is excluded from
the Open Meetings Act pursuant to Section 50-14-3(b)(l)(C).

( )

A meeting discussing the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring,
disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer
or employee, which is excluded pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 50-14-3(b)(2).

( )

Discussion in Executive Session of Records that are otherwise protected from
disclosure under the Open Records Act as pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 50-14-3(b)(4).

/
The subject matter of the Executive Session of the Regular Session was devoted to
matters within the exceptions provided by law.
_____
Because of events occurring during the closed session, I am unable to affirm the
subject matter of the Executive Session of the Regular Session was devoted to only matters
within the exceptions provided by law.
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